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HISTORIC WHITLAND AREA NEIGHBORHOOD PRESENTS 2006 FALL HOME TOUR
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Nashville’s Historic Whitland Area Neighborhood will present its 2006 Fall Home Tour on Saturday, Oct. 7, from 3 to 7 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 8, from 1 to 5 p.m.

Following the successful 2005 Whitland Area Home Tour which raised $1,000 for Nashville Area Habitat for Humanity, the Whitland neighborhood, located directly south of West End Avenue between Bowling and Wilson avenues, is once again inviting the public to walk its tree-lined streets and tour nine historic homes and the recently renovated Fire Hall No. 17.
“We are so excited to once again open the doors of the historic Whitland neighborhood to our community friends and neighbors,” said Kristen Forrest, the 2006 Home Tour Committee co-chair for the Whitland Area Neighborhood Association. “This neighborhood has so much history, and this year’s homes promise to reflect the history and beauty that has made the Whitland neighborhood one of Nashville’s loveliest residential districts for close to a century.”

The Whitland neighborhood was once part of the Peach Blossom plantation, which became known as Whitland in the late 1800s. The land was sold and the neighborhood was created in the early 20th century. Adding to the rich historical presence of the neighborhood is the unmarked burial site of Charles Dickinson, son-in-law of Capt. Joseph Erwin, who was killed in 1806 by Andrew Jackson in a duel.  
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The neighborhood was also once home to entertainers Dinah Shore and Dawn Wells, who played Mary Ann in the popular sitcom “Gilligan’s Island,” as well as to a host of other well-known figures, including senators, mayors, poets, entertainers and sports figures.  
“There have been extensive renovations to many of the homes in the neighborhood in recent years, and the character and charm of the neighborhood has actually been preserved and enhanced by these renovations,” stated Carolyn Greenfield, co-chair of the Whitland  Home Tour Committee.  “Our neighborhood is excited to open its homes to Nashville.” 

The wide, tree-lined boulevard of Whitland Avenue and its quiet, family-friendly side streets boast an architectural diversity that ranges from stately mansions to comfortable bungalows.  Touring the neighborhood is reminiscent of a time when trolley cars were the primary means of commuting to downtown Nashville. In fact, a trolley bus will provide free transportation throughout the neighborhood during the tour. 

The homes to be featured in the tour are:
· The Home of Jeff Lynch, 3621 West End Avenue

· The McDaniel Home, 3824 Whitland Avenue

· The Home of Carole and John Sergent, 3747 Whitland Avenue

· The Home of Laura Lee and Bruce Dobie, 3815 Whitland Avenue

· The Home of Gail and Mike Wales, 200 Carden Avenue

· The Home of Jessica and Keith Deerkoski, 209 Cantrell Avenue

· The Sisk Home, 203 Cantrell Avenue

· The Wemyss Home, 9 Peach Blossom Square

· The Home of Heidi and Charles Anderson,  401 Bowling Avenue, No. 12

· Fire hall No. 17, 3911 West End Avenue
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The home tour will cost $12 per person, $8 per child or $20 per couple. Free tours, refreshments and treats for the children are being provided at Fire Hall No. 17.  Children with parental supervision are also welcome to play at the playground of Blakemore Children’s Center, located in the neighborhood.

A Patron’s Party hosted by Dr. Mike and Karen Tabor will be held on Friday, Oct. 6, to kick off the event.  Home tour admission and tickets can be purchased at any of the open homes on the days of the tour.  Discounted advance home tour tickets of $10 each can also be purchased through Oct. 6 at the American Artisan, 4321 Harding Pike in Nashville, and Davis-Kidd Booksellers, 2121 Greenhill Village Drive at the Green Hills Mall.  Discount tickets can also be purchased through Sept. 30 by visiting the neighborhood’s Web site at www.whitland.org.
A portion of the proceeds will again benefit Nashville Area Habitat for Humanity.  For more information on the Whitland Area Neighborhood 2006 Fall Home Tour, please contact Scott Holder at 498-7556, or visit the Web site at www.whitland.org. 
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